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Every 3rd Saturday in June

FRI JUNE 14

FREE & OPEN 
TO THE PUBLIC 

2019 
Featured Boat

SAT JUNE 15
Grand Lake  

Boat Cruise at Noon 
Boat Show at 9:45 am
Presque Isle Harbor

“Mail Order Bride”



CLASSIC BOATS - STORAGE 
RESTORATION - BROKERAGE

DWIGHT MORIN 
  

7414 RAPID CITY RD   •   RAPID CITY, MI 49676
morinclassicboatsandstorage@gmail.com

231-331-3004
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DWIGHT MORIN 
  

7414 RAPID CITY RD   •   RAPID CITY, MI 49676
morinclassicboatsandstorage@gmail.com

231-331-3004

CLASSIC BOATS - STORAGE 
RESTORATION - BROKERAGE

DWIGHT MORIN 
  

7414 RAPID CITY RD   •   RAPID CITY, MI 49676
morinclassicboatsandstorage@gmail.com

231-331-3004

’

259 S. Ripley Blvd.
Alpena, MI 49707

info@bannerrealty.com

Serving Presque Isle with a Smile

(989) 356-1177
bannerrealty.com

Serving Presque Isle, Alpena,  
Montmorency, and Alcona 

Lakes–Land!

Alpena Salt Spa
& Facial Studio

989-340-1761
www.alpenasaltspa.com

150 N. State Street, Alpena, MI

• Facials 
• waxing • detox 
• Massage • Yoga

Alpena Beverage Company      27th
Annual

Welcomes everyone to the

   &  Fireside 500 
Hydroplane Races

Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show



Dear Boating and Car Enthusiasts

Welcome to the 27th Annual Presque Isle Harbor Wooden 
Boat Show and also 2nd Annual Classic Car Show.  The Boat 
Show Committee and myself hope that you will enjoy the 
boats and classic cars as much as we enjoy bringing them  
to you.  Presque Isle Harbor has been a part of Northern 
Michigan history for many years as well as many of the  
boats and classic cars that will be on display.  

This year our show is 27 years strong.  We hope that this 
year’s show will be enjoyed by many.  We are saddened  
this year with this loss of our shipmates Rob VanSchoten  
and John Vogelheim. They were a very large part of our show 
every year. Rob VanSchoten was our treasurer for many years. 
John Vogelheim was one of the first members and one of the 
founders of our show. They will be missed greatly. The show 
will be very different without them working side by side with 
us on show day. A special thank you to all the wonderful 
sponsors and committee members who, with them, this  
show wouldn’t be possible.

Sincerely,

Bob Van Dusen

Chairman

Welcome… 
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Proudly serving  
the community for 68 years

with multiple locations  
to serve you.

Onaway 989-733-8557
Rogers City 989-734-2772
Wolverine 231-525-8118

Indian River 231-238-8331
Gaylord 989-732-1500

www.awakonfcu.net



    Friday | June 14, 2019  Boat Participant Day
  Participant Lunch at Presque Isle Harbor Association  

Grand Lake Beach House
  Boat Cruise from Grand Lake Beach House
  Reception for Participants at the Old Historic Presque Isle 

Lodge, 3 miles south of the Marina on Grand Lake Road

 Saturday | June 15, 2019  Everyone’s Welcome
  Participants’ Boat Launching at Presque Isle Harbor  

Registration for Classic Car Show

   OPENING CEREMONY 
  Boat Blessing – Rev. Scott Landane, St. Ignatius Catholic Parish

  27th Anniversary Show opens with a Cannon Shot

  CLASSIC CAR SHOW (ALL Cars Welcome) 

  ANTIQUE & CLASSIC BOATS  
  Viewing at Presque Isle Harbor
  Boats on Display for Balloting 

Arts & Crafts & Vendor Market
Model Boats on display in the Model Tent 
Kids… Enjoy Special Activities (ages 8-12)

2 Lighthouses Open to Climb

  AWARD CEREMONY

SCHEDULE  
OFEVENTS
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PLEASE Buy  

50/50 Tickets  
To Support Our Show

THANKS!

NO ADMISSION CHARGE

The local Coast Guard Auxillary from Alpena  
will be on hand to do Boat Safety Inspections.

  11 AM

  3:00 PM

9:45 AM

  12 PM
  6:30 PM

10AM-5PM

  10 AM
UNTIL 
5 PM

10AM-4PM

  7 AM - 10 AM

11 AM - 2:30 PM

 8 AM - 10 AM

Presque Isle Harbor   5462 E. Grand Lake Rd.   Presque Isle, MI 49777
www.PresqueIsleHarborWoodenBoatShow.com



Your Specialist for Waterfront and Forest Property in Presque Isle
• Homes • Lots • Acreage •

7750 E. Grand Lake Rd., Presque Isle   Phone (989) 595-2970
On the web: www.lake-shore-realty.com

The Presque Isle Yacht Club has always been a major supporter of the PI Harbor  
Wooden Boat Show. Our congratulations on it being the shows 27th  

Anniversary. We salute all the committee members and local 
volunteers that work so hard year around in order to 

make this such a nice weekend outing in beautiful  
Northeastern Michigan. What a wonderful location 

being just off of Lake Huron in beautiful Presque Isle 
Harbor. Wishing you all success and great weather during this 

real Family Fun weekend activity.
The Presque Isle Yacht Club   Bob Mitchell

Presque Isle Wooden Boat Show 2019 
Sponsors – Thank You All!

Friday Lunch
Seymour’s Grocery - US 23 N

Friday Night Social 
Alpena Beverage Co.
Presque Isle Lodge 

Perch’s IGA

Austin Bros. Beer Co.
Eagle Supply

Family Enterprise, Inc.
Hagerty Marine Insurance

Sunrise Cable Network
Red Herring Design

The Portage Restaurant
Top O’ Michigan Insurance

PLEASE - Buy a 50/50 Ticket To Support Our Show - THANKS!

ADVERTISING MAKES THIS PUBLICATION POSSIBLE
When you contact one of the businesses or organizations in this publication,  

let them know you have seen their advertisement and that you appreciate their support!
DESIGNED AND PRINTED BY ALLEGRA ALPENA  829 W. CHISHOLM,  ALPENA, MI  49707

989-356-0834     www.allegraalpena.com      ed@allegraalpena.com

…also, thanks to the DNR  
for all your help!



CLASSIC CLASS - Bruce Miller 

SKIPPER’S CHOICE & PEOPLE’S CHOICE & BEST TRANSOM 
“Mail Order Bride” - Randy Tisher 

1st  Bruce McHaney 
2nd Bill and Linda King
3rd  Corey Cook 
4th Cindy Buchholz
5th Margo Wasilenski

SAILBOAT - Richard Lappan 
RUNABOUT - Lynn Laskowsky
WORK - Lynn Laskowsky 
RADIO CONTROL - Richard Lappan

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Bob VanDusen .....................................Chairman

Lisa Martin...... Brochure, Clothing, Secretary

Tim (Mary) Chimner ..........Show Registration

Bob Rosa ...........................................Model Boats

Don Morin ........................................Model Boats

Amber Bee .........................................Arts & Craft  
                                                        Vendor Market

Adam Beauvais & Steve Spencer ......... Friday 
.............................................................Lunch/Picnic

Melissa Kowalski .......................... Photography

Robin & Laurie Spencer ............ Hosts PI Lodge

Ted Heintz, Robert Kowalski, and 
Dave Kowalski Sr. ........ Launching & Docking

Barry Schatz ................Music & Entertainment

Additional members include:  
Cliff & Linda Beauvais, Heather Vogelheim, 
Bob Young, David Kowalski Jr.   

Mission Statement:
To provide citizens of the area an opportunity 

to view and appreciate the beauty and 
craftsmanship of old wooden boats.

We welcome the pride of ownership on 
the part of these exhibitors, along with the 
dedication of the volunteersthat make this 
show successful! We hope that you enjoy 

the scenic beauty of the great out-of-doors 
surrounding Presque Isle Harbor.  

Have an enjoyable day at our show. 

Presque Isle Harbor  
Wooden Boat Show Committee

2018 AWARD  
WINNERS

and the… 
CARS PEOPLE’S CHOICE

and the… 
MODELS

WOODEN BOATS

www.PresqueIsleHarborWoodenBoatShow.com
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Both Lighthouse Museums & Parks 
are open to the public seasonally. 

Picnicking & trails to walk. 
Nominal fees to 

climb towers.

The Presque Isle Township Museum Society, a nonprofit and tax-exept corporation, is dedicated to 
the collection, display and preservation of memorabilia relating to Township history. Society 

memberships and donations of museum-appropriate items welcomed with great appreciation.
Between Alpena and Rogers City at 4500 East Grand Lake Road, Presque Isle

Presque Isle Township Museum Society: (989) 787-0814 

ONE OF THE OLDEST SURVIVING 
LIGHTHOUSE TOWERS 

ON THE GREAT LAKES

1905 
KEEPER’S HOUSE

TALLEST LIGHTHOUSE TOWER 
ACCESSIBLE BY THE PUBLIC 

ON THE GREAT LAKES

GIFT SHOP AND VISITOR INFORMATION (989) 595-9917
Also visit our website: presqueislelighthouses.org
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This year we would like to honor John Vogelheim – a long standing boat show commit-
tee member and avid boat enthusiast who sadly passed away this past February. 

John’s love for boats began at the age of 14.  In 1956 he bought a kit boat which he or-
dered from a catalog and shipped into Rogers City by rail car.  Not as complete of a kit as he 
anticipated receiving, requiring help to assemble from local carpenters to lay out the hull, 
made of Honduras Mahogany.  To complete the sides John had to purchase several sheets 
of marine plywood from LaCrosse Marine Works in Alpena.  These he had to soak in the 
old fish docks behind Vogelheim Lumber for several days.  This allowed he and his helpful 
carpenters to wrap and twist the plywood sides all the way back to the sponsons.  The boat 
was christened as “The Lucky Lady” referencing his mother, Margot Monroe Vogelheim.

Originally powered by a 10hp Johnson motor, it provided countless hours of enter-
tainment off the waterfront of his parents home on Lake Huron. John passed along his love 
of boats, with “The Lucky Lady” being shared with his sons and later, his grandchildren.

John enjoyed cruising the lakes and inland 
water ways with family and friends. Whether 
it was in his replicated Red and White, “Pam-
purred” built by friend and fellow enthusiast 
Ted Heintz,  his 1952 Shepherd Utility aptly 
named “The Lord is My Shepherd”,  or the Jan-
ice K, the 17’ Thompson he had personally re-
stored.  You could always find him making plans 
with a group of old friends or new, to enjoy a 
day of boating. He was indeed passionate about 
boating, sharing time with others, and had a 
genuine love of life.

John was dedicated to his community and the service of others.  
The Presque Isle Wooden Boat Show was one of his fondest endeavors. 
He will be greatly missed by many but his love of community will live 
on as we continue to enjoy our beautiful Northern Michigan and it’s  
bountiful waters that were such a part of John’s life. 

Remembering  John…

Left, John Vogelheim, center Dave Sr., right Bob 
Fairchild. My dad and some of my best friends.



We Make Insurance Easy!
Anywhere in Michigan
Call or Text (989) 354-2175
www.alpenaagency.com 

SERVING THOSE WHO SERVE THE BEST

World Famous Smoked Pork Loin,
Hams, Bacon and Smoked Fish

Fresh & Smoked Bratwurst,  
Cajun Sausage, Knockwurst, Hot Dogs,  

Chorizo & Andouille Sausage.  
Cut to order Choice New York Strip  

& Rib Eye Steaks.

~SINCE 1913~

2200 East Mitchell Rd.
PETOSKEY  231-348-8100

116 South 3rd Street
ROGERS CITY  989-734-2232

Nationwide shipping available at  www.plathsmeats.com

A wonderful collection 
of fine diamonds, gemstones 
and unique designer jewelry.

Watches by

131 West Chisholm Street
ALPENA, MI 49707

(989) 354-4860 • 1-800-523-6239
www.bolenzjewelry.com

COMPLETE REPAIR FACILITY

•Great Rates •Low Fees •Fantastic Service

  www.wolverinescu.com

WOLVERINE STATE CREDIT UNION
Main Office

1381 N. Bagley Street
Alpena, MI 49707
989-356-1880  or  
1-800-655-6508

Downtown Branch
417 W. Chisholm Street

Alpena, MI 49707
989-354-2850

377 N. 3rd St. Rogers City
(989) 734-4858

391 N. THIRD
ROGERS CITY

(989) 734-3250

AUTOMATIC SCORING
14 AMF LANES

DENNY’S PRO SHOP
GLOW BLOWING

LUANNE, SCOTT, and 
BRIAN BANNASCH

989-340-2132
fitzpatrickshardware@gmail.com
www.fitzpatrickshardware.com

FITZPATRICK’S
H A R D W A R E
2733 U.S. 23 South • Alpena, MI 49707



Ray Tischer lived and worked in Dayton, Ohio, but his true love and passion (other 
than his wife Mary) was Northern Michigan, Grand Lake, and especially, wooden boats. 
He began coming to Grand Lake in 1925 as a baby, and never missed a year for the next  
80 years. While his father came to Grand Lake for the fishing, Ray came to play with boats – 
all of which were made out of wood in those days.   

After returning home from WWII, he fell in love pictures of a 17’ Western Fairliner 
Deluxe Torpedo.  Designed by famed naval architect Dair Long who designed PT Boats 

2019

“Mail Order BRIDE”
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FEATURED BOAT

Owned and loved by Ray Tischer

…continued on next page



during the war, this boat was the most beautiful boat he had ever seen. But since they 
were built out in the state of Washington, he had no way of physically seeing or driving one. 
Ray wrote to the builder, Western Boat Building Company in Tacoma Washington,   asking 
for information and pricing.  In a return letter dated August 31, 1948, Ray learned that his 
dream boat, powered with a Gray Phantom 104 horse power engine, would be able to reach 
speeds of 38 MPH – pretty fast for boats back in 1948!  Unfortunately, all that beauty came 
with a very high price, $3,490.00 plus freight from the West Coast! Ray settled for a much 
less expensive 1939 16’ Chris Craft racing runabout which was the closest approximation to 
a Fairliner he could find at the time. 

 
 

Fast forward to 1987. Ray had retired, and 
now had the time to spend on his lifelong passion… wooden boats.  
He had never forgotten how much he wanted a 17’ Western Fairliner 
Torpedo. The Fairliner division of The Western Boat Building Company 
only built 32 the 17’ Deluxe Torpedo’s from 1947 to the mid 1950’s 
when a fire at Western Boat Building plant destroyed all of the plans and 
building jigs for the boat. Not more than 6 or 7 were known to remain. Ray 
finally located one for sale not far from where they were built, out in Tacoma 
Washington.  This Deluxe Torpedo was built in 1950 with serial number 1026 meaning that 
she was the 26th model built.  The owner loved the boat, but at 6’4 and 270 lbs, could not 
get behind the steering wheel with much ease!  Letters (yes, letters – no e-mails or cell 
phone phones back then) were exchanged, a price was negotiated, and in October 1988, 
Ray found himself the proud owner of a boat that he had never seen or driven in person… 
hence the name “Mail Order Bride” became the name of the boat. Mail Order Bride was 
loaded on a truck and shipped across the country to Dayton, Ohio, and eventually up to 
Grand Lake in Michigan, where she still resides and is enjoyed by the Tischer family today.    

…continued from previous page

Photo above: Mail Order Bride 
with Randy, Beth and daughters 
Emily, Leslie and baby Melissa, 
taken from a bridge during the 
Bay City Boat Show about 27 
years ago. 



I was just a boy in the 1960’s when I first heard the perfect sound of a flat six during a 
summer’s eve party held on a lush park lawn somewhere along the shores of Lake St. Clair.  
Most of the kids present were attracted to the many freighters with their loud horn blasts 
as they entered the Detroit River, but I was drawn instead to a small wooden boat that 
seemed to glide effortlessly along the shoreline with amazing grace.  The mahogany beauty 
was far more than my family of limited means could ever enjoy in those days, but that never 
stopped me from dreaming of that astonishing boat ever since.

A few years ago when my daughter was old enough, I introduced her to the Indiana 
Jones sagas, and like me, she became fascinated with those movies and its 1940’s setting.  
While many have fallen in love 
with Woody’s from movies such 
as On Golden Pond or Captain 
Courageous (a favorite of mine), 
Izzy’s love began watching the 
Venice chase scene in The Last 
Crusade and who could blame her. 

Thinking that few find 
enjoyment in their financial 
investments, I finally had the 
courage to ask my wife (on my 
children’s behalf of course) if she 
would consider having a classic boat for our summers in Michigan. After convincing Jolene 
a well cared for boat of the pre-war era had a solid return of 5-7% annually along with the 
added bonus of making memories for our kids, she finally agreed with only one stipulation, 
it be named for our newest son.  I began my search immediately.

For over a year I searched for a 1941 Chris Craft double cockpit runabout in Bristol 
condition as I loved the lines, curved windshield, and its barrelback look of the many 
pictures, paintings, and sightings I’ve seen over the years of dreaming.  But after a year, my 
broker out of British Columbia just couldn’t find what I longed for.  Instead, I was eventually 
offered a chance at a 1940 19’ Chris Craft custom with the split Bugatti windshield and the 
CC 130 horse M engine in perfectly restored and accurate condition.  Initially I wasn’t sure, 
the boat was recently restored with the correct pig skin leather and ultra rare orange seams 
combo, of which I had not seen in person.  In truth, I told my broker I wouldn’t be interested 
unless the boat was of the quality of Satin Doll, a boat most are familiar with given how 
many shows it has won throughout North America and was even featured on the cover of 
Carol Van Etten’s 1985 book, “prewar Wood”.  To my surprise, the boat available was indeed 
Satin Doll!  Excited, I immediately asked for pictures, and when I saw the blue and cream 
instrument dials unique to that year, I couldn’t let the chance pass me by and I purchased 
the boat from Paul Harrison of Alberta (former Vice President of the CC Antique Boat Club).

…continued on next page
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This classic boat began life in late 1939, not far from my home of Detroit in Algonac 
Michigan, when someone at the factory hand wrote on the factory equipment record “try 
orange stripes”.  Hull number 48749 was shipped to Reno, Nevada June 13, 1940 with an 
uncommon factory windshield spotlight and a prop (# 7946) “suitable for 6200’ elevation”.  
The boat’s first owner was a Buick Dealership owner named Al Hoffman of Marysville, CA 
who kept it at Zephyr Cove on the Nevada shore of Lake Tahoe with the name of Dynaflow.  
The initial purchase price of $1990 and was only $900 less than the average home cost in 
1940; this is likely why we often associate these particular boats with Dean Martin, Frank 
Sinatra, Henry Ford, and Elvis Presley among others “better off” in those years.  Some people 
have even thought perhaps Bing Crosby may have owned this boat, but after exhausting 
research, it is likely they remembered seeing him on it when it was one of  three CC’s used in 
a marine concession at Bijou (South Tahoe) in the 1940’s offering rides for $3 from Emerald 
Bay to Zephyr Cove to many, especially celebrities. 

Mr. Hoffman later sold the boat to a John Deere agent named Henry Miller also of 
Marysville, whose niece eventually inherited it.  The boat was restored in 1977 by Jim Carson 
of Napa, CA (who has now passed) along with Jay Thelin and she was renamed Citation.  
Citation went on to win many shows including the Tahoe Concours d’ Elegance in the early 
1980’s and was eventually purchased by Dick and Louise Weiner of Newberg, Oregon in 
1991 and named Satin Doll.  People will remember Satin Doll winning numerous shows and 
awards over the years including the Best Chris Craft Award of Brass Bell’s national contest of 
1999.  Satin Doll was finally sold in July 2007 to the Harrisons who have contributed greatly 
to the boat’s legacy and the hobby. 

Satin Doll has experienced additional restorations over the years and continues to be 
true to the exact state it left the factory in 1940.  In fact, this boat still preserves 90% of its 
original wood and nearly 100% of its hardware, extremely rare for any boat of this era.  

Having convinced my wife, I finally realized my boyhood dream on June 13, 2016.  After 
traveling all over North America, Satin Doll returned to Michigan where it began life exactly 
76 years to the day (entirely ironic) and was named Noah’s Ark after my son as promised.  
During shipment from Canada, many people familiar with 
this particular boat were excited on hearing of its journey 
back home.  Even Carla Gernhofer VP of Hagerty’s Classic 
Marine Insurance (who rode the boat often in Tahoe) 
and Mike Green of Maritime Classics in Traverse City who 
actually assisted on restoration of this boat in California at 
one time, called to congratulate us on returning the boat 
to its birthplace.  Mike Green continues to maintain Noah’s 
Ark and is in itself serendipitous as he is the great, great grandson of Chris Smith of Chris 
Craft (whose son Jay wrote “try orange stripes” on the actual equipment record).

Noah’s Ark can now be seen gracefully gliding along the quiet shores of Lake Huron in 
Rogers City, Michigan on many summer evenings.  And, while it recently won The President’s 
Choice award at the Traverse Boats on the BoardWalk Classic boat show, Noah’s Ark is much 
happier just making memories for my kids who love movies and the perfect sound of its 
flat six as I did 50 years ago, and that’s what she was really built to do.          by Norm Fasse
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Back in the early 1960’s there was 
a group of young high school boys 
that were known as “The River Rats”. 
These boys ruled the Thunder Bay 

River with the tiny high powered boats.  I was pretty young at the time and these seven 
guys were my heros. I would wake up to the sound of roaring boat motors every saturday.  
I would rush down to the river bank and sit there for hours to watch them fly up and down 
the river. I thought that one day soon I would built one and maybe join the club. I started 
to built one for myself. But I didn’t have much time and much money. I was too young 
to get much money. It was about $25 dollars to build a River Rat Boat at that time. So I 
used whatever would wood and other materials that I could find. 
Finally a year later I had my River Rat Boat with a mercury motor 
strapped to it. By this time all of my hero’s has traded their boats 
for girlfriends and that was the last I seen of them... I was the 
only River Rat on the river which wasn’t much fun.

One of the original River Rats has been coming to our 
boat show for a lot of years with his wonderful display of 
outboard motors. His name is Leonard Bruski. The other six 
heros of mine were: Chuck Bruski, John Nowakowski, 
Mark Nowakowski, Dan Pilarski, Allen Shea and Dave 
Kendoziorski. 

A few of these boys should be at the Boat Show 
this year.  Leonard Bruski will be there with his display 
of antique motors.  Some of the River Rats should be at 
the show during the day to share their fun times that 

they had when they ruled the river. Stop by and 
say “hi“ and see them.  Maybe if I asked them real 
nice they would let me join the club, but I might 
be too old now...
Editors note: I think this is a big part of Bob’s love 
of fast boats and being on the water. Bob has been 
into boats and boat racing for many, many years. 
He loves the Presque Isle Wooden 
Boat Show for all the beautiful 
boats and all the wonderful 
boaters that he gets to meet and 
trade stories with.

“Coming Home”

by Bob Van Dusen

“Memories of the 
River Rats”



Serving the financial needs of the area for over 38 years

200 East Erie Street Rogers City, MI 49779
989-734-4734 www.HuronNationalBank.com

www.KEYSTONE-RENTAL.com

989.278.2900

4015 US 23 North
Alpena, MI 49707

SALES@KEYSTONE-RENTAL.COM

RENTALEQUIPMENT
KEYSTONE

MEMBER
AMERICAN RENTAL ASSOCIATION

TURNKEY EQUIPMENT RENTAL SOLUTIONS

2293 Werth Rd., Alpena, MI, 49707 USA
989-356-1433 • 1-800-269-9006

CUSTOM MACHINE DESIGN AND MANUFACTURING
 From automotive production machines to woodworking 
equipment, W. G. Benjey, Inc. has been a proven leader in 

innovative designs and manufacturing processes.
Discover more on our website: benjey.com

FORMERLY MODEL PRINTING SERVICE, INC.

829 W. CHISHOLM ST.   ALPENA    989-356-0834
allegraalpena.com   ed@allegraalpena.com

MARKETING PRINT MAIL DESIGN WEB SIGNS PROMO APPAREL PUBLISHING



Call Us @ 989-734-4656 
www.nauticalfestival.org
nautical@cityfestival.org

• Juried Arts & Crafts Show 
on Courthouse Lawn 

• Classic Car Show
• Softball Tournament, 6K Run, Fun Run
• Texas Hold’em, Spitzer Tournaments

• Amusement Rides
• Grand Parade Sunday 12:30 pm

Call Us @ 989-734-4656 
www.nauticalfestival.org
nautical@cityfestival.org

• Juried Arts & Crafts Show 
on Courthouse Lawn 

• Classic Car Show
• Softball Tournament, 6K Run, Fun Run
• Texas Hold’em, Spitzer Tournaments

• Amusement Rides
• Grand Parade Sunday 12:30 pm

Call Us @ 989-734-4656 
www.nauticalfestival.org
nautical@cityfestival.org

• Juried Arts & Crafts Show 
on Courthouse Lawn 

• Classic Car Show
• Softball Tournament, 6K Run, Fun Run
• Texas Hold’em, Spitzer Tournaments

• Amusement Rides
• Grand Parade Sunday 12:30 pm

Celebrating Rogers City
Nautical City Festival
July 30-August 4, 2019

Celebrating Rogers City
Nautical City Festival
July 30-August 4, 2019
• Juried Arts & Crafts Show  •  Classic Car Show  
• Softball Tournament  •  6K Run & Fun Run

 • Trivia Contest  •  Texas Hold’em
 • Live Bands - Fri. Sat. & Sun.
  • Amusement Rides
 • Kiddie Parade
 • Grand Parade - Sun. 12:30pm
 • Fireworks - Sun. Dusk

Full Service Real Estate
SALES & RENTALS

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
VACATION RENTALS

HOME WATCH SERVICES
ESTATE CLEAN OUTS

www.upnorthpropertyservices.com

989-354-2535
989-657-2173

135 W.Chisholm St.
Downtown Alpena



Remember to get your 2019 
Boat Show 
T-Shirt!

Designed by:
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A LITTLE BIT OF 

NOSTALGIA…
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W. W. Fairbairn & Sons
Two Great Businesses, One Trusted Name

The "House of Service" Since 1895

Plumbing - Heating - Cooling

231-548-2244
www.wwfairbairn.com Open 7 days a week

Hardware Store

231-548-2245

Quarter Page Magazine(4.25”x5.5”)
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Brent J Osterhout 
Financial Advisor

156 S Third 
Rogers City, MI 49779 
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W. W. Fairbairn & Sons
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ALPENA
100 S. Second Ave.  | 989.356.9041
468 N. Ripley Blvd.  | 989.358.9900

bankmbank.com   

Equal Housing Lender. Member FDIC.  |  NMLS #465939
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BOAT SHOW 2019

Louis Joseph Stubl (1905-1967) debated between two investment properties - Tony 
Decker’s in Oscoda and the former Harbor View Hotel property owned by Mel Karol. Louis 
and Mel negotiated the purchase of the Harbor View Hotel property at the Colony Bar in 
1956. They both came out of the Colony Bar believing they got the better deal. Louis added 
a dairy bar and general store and named the business Lark’s Harbor Lodge after his four 
sons - Louis, Andy, Roger and Keith. It is the current site of the Portage Restaurant and the 
Presque Isle Harbor Marina. Louis is buried in the Presque Isle Township Cemetery.

“Lark’s Harbor”
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Historic article from  
The Advance



VISIT US ON THE NORTHSIDE OF GRAND LAKE
14313 E Hwy 638 • Presque Isle, MI 49777 • 989-595-0242

Year Round Convenience 
Store and Deli

Year Round Bar 
and Restaurant

benjaminfedwards.com
2019-0844     Exp. 5/31/2021     Member SIPC

Benjamin F. Edwards & Co. is a growing, 
national wealth management firm  

that is committed to putting  
its clients’ interests first.  

Trust. Integrity. Mutual Respect.  
These are the principles that guide us  
as we deliver the informed investment  

advice you deserve, and the  
client-first service you expect.



FIRESIDE 500

The Historic Fireside Inn
“In the winter of 1908, George (Kauffman) had enlisted 
the help of his oldest son, George H. in obtaining lumber 
to build the structure.  They waited until the lake’s ice was 
strong enough to support a sleigh load of logs, and then 
set out in search of the finest pine trees on the lake.  The 
prized timber was cut from both privately-owned islands 
and state-owned land at no expense.  In early spring, 
the logs were sawed into rough planks at a portable mill 
on the south end of Grand Lake, and then carried to an  
Alpena finish mill in the Kauffmans’ ox-drawn wagon.  
Construction of the 24 x 40-foot two-story hotel began 
late in the spring of 1908.  Joe Kauffman contributed his 

expert carpentry skills, lending a hand to his older brother in planning and erecting the 
structure’s framework.  By fall, the men had completed the framing of the main building 
and its 16 x 24-foot kitchen wing.  Room partitions were added during the winter. The 
kitchen, dining room, and sitting room occupied the first floor.  The second story held 
eight guest rooms in the main section and two rooms above the kitchen.  An inviting 
cobblestone fireplace in the sitting room inspired Amelia and George to name their resort 
Fireside Inn.  The Fireside Inn remains a flourishing business today, and is the only one of 
the area’s five original resorts to never cease seasonal operations.  Descendants of early 
guests still carry on their Family’s traditions of vacationing at the rustic, century-old Fire-
side Inn.  The Inn’s staff serves scores of meals daily to residents, tourists and hotel guests 
in the quaint, wood-paneled dining room.”

The above excerpts are from  
the book Grand Lake’s Vintage 
Resorts by Janet Young. 
Ink sketch and watercolor of 
Fireside Inn by Bob Young. 

Postcard of one of the many  
cabins. Room for parking nearby.

Fireside Inn in a 
more recent photo.



LOSINSKI
Excavating and Septic Tank Inc.

Owned & Operated by 
Perry & Kelly Losinski

Residential
Commercial

Free Estimates
Licensed
Insured

Digging the  
Alpena area  

since 1962

• Septic Tanks & System Installations
• Topsoil, Sand, Gravel, Drain Stone
• Basements, Driveways, Site Work
• Land Clearing, Demolitions
• Stump & Tree Removal

5281 US 23 North • Alpena, MI 49707 • Office (989) 356-1151 • Mobile (989) 766-3196

May 25 Pancake Breakfast
June 26 Pie & Game Night
July 6     Grand Lake Sailing Regatta
July 13 Ice Cream Social

July 20   5K Run/Walk
July 26/27   Garage Sale Days
Aug 3      Grand Lake Sailing Regatta
Aug 10     Annual Art & Crafts Show

Aug 17 Poker Run on Grand Lake
Augt 22 Annual Meeting
Oct 5 Cider/Donuts-Homestead 

2019 Events at a Glance

www.grandlakemi.org

Celebrating our 

                  
   104th Year

Our Mission is to provide and promote recreational facilities, protect and preserve 
wildlife and natural beauty for the betterment of Grand Lake in Presque Isle, Michigan.

Carmeuse Lime & Stone • Calcite Operation
1035 Calcite Rd. Rogers City, MI  49779

www.carmeusena.com

Contributing to a 
better world

2160 E. State St. • 989-340-0941
www.crossroadsautoplaza.com

Let Crossroads Auto Plaza show you how 
easy it is to buy a quality used car in Alpena. 

We believe fair prices, superior service, and  
treating customers right, leads to  

satisfied repeat buyers.

Call (989) 354-3810
Bookkeeping Office  354-5363520 Fair Avenue

Alpena, MI 49707
Fax (989) 356-3320

Alpena’s Oldest Ready-Mix Concrete Co.

MODULAR HOMES

YOU DESERVE A NEW HOME OF YOUR OWN

5900 US-23 NORTH • ALPENA, MI 49707
www.abchomesalpena.com

Mark & Teena Holmes • 989-356-2621
Whether you’re building a new home, adding a  
vacation home or retiring, ABC Homes is here  

to make those dreams come true.



Thanks to Allegra Alpena for setting up and printing the event booklet. 

Presque Isle Yacht Club Officers
Bob Mitchell – Commodore

Mike Bugenske – Vice Commodore    Rick Gentges – Past Commodore
Betty Ruczynski – Secretary    Ron Smolinski – Treasurer

Bob Young – Director     Joe Vallee – Director

Thank you to all our sponsors!

FIRESIDE 500

Staff and Directors
Tom Fairbairn – Race Director

Dave Kowalski – Asst. Race Director
Dave Umbarger – Top O’ Michigan Race Club

Bob Mitchell and Mike Bugenske – Presque Isle Yacht Club
Terry McConnell, Alan McConnell, and Lori VanSchoten – Fireside Inn
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Four Generations
of the Finest

Homemade Sausages
~Established 1915~

Rygwelski’s - IGA
495 S. First Street • Rogers City, MI 49779

Ph./Fax (989) 734-3248

Toll Free 1-866-4KABASA
1-866-452-2272

Enjoy delicious food with a gorgeous view of Lake Huron!

Hours: 
Sun-Thur 12pm-8pm 
Fri-Sat 12pm-10pm 

Closed Tues.

Join us for 
Happy Hour 4-6pm

Mention this ad & receive 
$1 off a house cocktail  

or half off an appetizer!

530 N 3rd St • Rogers City
989-734-2323 • upnorth23.com

989-272-8111
194 East Freidrich-Depot St.  Rogers City

purplemartininn@gmail.com
www.purplemartininn.com

Nature Center & Lakeside Inn
Mother’s Cottage, Inn Rooms or Whole House 

Rental Available!

2015 Hamilton Rd. Alpena, MI 49707    www.theboathousealpena.com

989.340.1120
Service - all makes  
   and models avail.
Repairs - major  
   or minor   
Maintenance

Boats• Pontoons • Motors • Docks • Hoists

489 N. 3rd St., Rogers City, MI 49779
(989) 734-2321

myautovaluestore.com

ROGERS CITY

829 W. CHISHOLM ST.  ALPENA
989-356-0834

allegraalpena.com  

YOUR ONE STOP SIGN SHOP
Call us TODAY for ALL of your 

MARKETING & PRINTING needs!

CPAC ROGERS CITY
4858 Williams Road
Rogers City, MI 49779
(989) 340-6800    www.cadprodauto.com



FIRESIDE 500

JSR – J Runabout and J Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 300 lbs
Motor .................... Mercury 15 and OMC 15

RESTRICTED
Minimum Age  ................................... 9 years
Speeds Attained  .......................35 – 40 MPH

AXR – AX Runabout and AX Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 345 lbs
Motor .................... Mercury 15 and OMC 15

UNRESTRICTED
Minimum Age .................................. 12 years
Speeds Attained  .......................45 – 55 MPH

ASR  and ASH
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 350 lbs
Motor ..........OMC, Mercury and Sidewinder
Minimum Age  ................................. 14 years
Speeds Attained  .......................46 – 53 MPH

15SSR – 15SSR 15 Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 360 lbs
Motor .....................................Sidewinder 15
Minimum Age .................................. 15 years
Speeds Attained ........................56 – 65 MPH

25 SSR and 25 Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight, based on engine  
395, 405, or 430 lbs
Motor ............ Mercury, Yamato, Sidewinder
Minimum Age .................................. 16 years
Speeds Attained ........................58 – 65 MPH

20 Super Stock Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 400 lbs
Motor ........................ Yamato or Sidewinder
Minimum Age .................................. 16 years
Speeds Attained ........................55 – 65 MPH

CSR  and CSH
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 475 lbs
Motor ......................... Yamato 102/302/321
Minimum Age .................................. 16 years
Speeds Attained ........................60 – 65 MPH

DSR
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 515 lbs
Motor ..........................Mercury and Tahatsu
Minimum Age .................................. 16 years
Speeds Attained  ......................  46 – 53 MPH

300 SSH is a sealed motor class and does  
a prop draw to keep a level playing field  
using Yamato 302/321 motors, speeding  
at 61-63 MPH

Racing Class Individual Driver’s Number State Designation
CE Eastern Canada: Ontario, Quebec  
 and Maritime Provinces
F Florida, Georgia and Alabama

H Indiana
J New Jersey
M Michigan

N  New York
P  Pennsylvania
S  Ohio

V  Illinois
W  Wisconsin

Boats and Classes
Hydroplanes are of a 3 point construction riding on a rear prop  

and each sponson with an air trap in the middle which floats the boat on air.

Runabouts are similar to normal power boats with a V bottom.   
Some classes add a side fin for turning when running an oval course.
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229 North First Street • Rogers City, MI 49779 • (989) 734-2288
beckfuneralhome@gmail.com • www.beckfuneralhome.org

2111 Long Lake Park Rd. • Alpena, MI 49707 • (989) 595-5040

www.dodgemarine.com

PONTOONS      DOCKS & HOISTS    OUTBOARDS

Dodge Marine & Storage
            “We Make Your Summer Fun!”

•BOAT SALES & RENTALS
•PARTS & SERVICE
•INDOOR STORAGE

VOTED THE 
SUNRISE SIDES 

BEST 
MARINA

Make memories! Fish for FREE!
For a full list of Free Fishing Weekend events and activities  

on Saturday, June 8 and Sunday, June 9, 2019 visit 
www.michigan.gov/freefishing

All fishing license fees will be waived for two days. 
A Recreation Passport will NOT be required for entry into 
state parks and recreation areas. Enjoy fishing on both 
inland and Great Lakes’ waters for many species of fish. 
Please note all fishing regulations will still apply.



FIRESIDE 500

The Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club started 
in 1949 as the Top O’ Michigan Marathon Asso-
ciation by local supporters from the Northern 
Michigan area. The Club has continued support-
ing the race for the past 70 years. The group of 

approximately 25 active members has continued 
to put on the oldest and most prestigious race in 

the Outboard marathon circuit. Top O’ Michigan Out-
board Marathon has become the Marathon Nationals for 

many years. It has been the only race that the Club hosts each year.
In 2013, the Top O’ Michigan Marathon won the American Power Boat 

Association Kevin Ladd Award Best Stock Outboard Race in Region 6. The 
permanent plaque is housed at the Inland Water Route Historical Museum 
in Alanson.

The Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club 
is partnering with the Presque Isle Yacht Club 
to present the inaugural Fireside 500 Stock 
Outboard Race on Grand Lake.

The Top O’ Michigan 
2019 Club Officers are:
Dave Umbarger – Club Commodore
Samantha Fairbairn – Vice Commodore
Sarah Bek – Treasurer
Kimberly Rouleau – Secretary
Peter Lauer – Associate Member

tomorc.org

Vintage photos

topomichigan

What is the Top O’ Michigan 
Outboard Racing Club?



“Thanks”…For Being Our Customer and Friend

Seymour’s Grocery
Hand Dipped Ice Cream 

Beer - Wine - Liquor
Pizza - Deli

595-6714
8943 US-23 N.

Alpena, MI 49707

8211 E. Grand Lake Rd.
P.O. Box 84 
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989.595.6970   231.929.4684 Off Season
www.presqueislelodge.com

May ~   
   September“Now Merged With Rye Agency”

476 N. Third Street • Rogers City, MI 49779
989-734-2187   Fax: 989-734-8157  

insurance@piiagency.com

Insurance and Other Financial Services

PIA Presque Isle Agency, Inc.

Huron Veterinary
Clinic

Chelsea Van Assche DVM
3189 US-23 S

Rogers City, MI 49779
989-734-3731 (P)

989-734-0009 (F)
www.huronvet.com

huronvet.reception@gmail.com

1141 U.S. 23 N. ALPENA, MI 49707

Filling All Your Propane & Fuel Needs!

Propane & Fuels 
for Residential, 

Commercial,  
Cabins & 

Recreation

Delivering What We Promise!

• Gasoline
• Rec Gas
• Diesel
• Off-Road Diesel
• Propane Filling  

Station

• Snacks
• Beverages
• Beer & Wine
• Deli Sandwiches
• Broaster Chicken
• Pizza

FUELING STATION

FAMILY 
OWNED & 
OPERATED
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FIRESIDE 500 RACE COURSES 
ON GRAND LAKE

Map courtesy of www.fishweb.com

Fishweb Inc. ©
Grand Lake

Presque Isle Co. Michigan

Course A - Marathon
Lemans start at the pits in front of  
Fireside Inn. Five laps stating inside 
Brown Island and Cedar Island up to a 
buoy at Crescent Island and back into 
Kauffman Bay to a finish line at the pits.  
Approximately 21 miles.

Course B - J Marathon
Lemans start at the pits in front of  
Fireside Inn. 3 laps starting inside 
Brown Island and around Brown  
Island into Kauffman Bay to a finish 
line at the pits. Approximately 9 miles. 
Trophies awarded Sunday.

Course C - Short Course 
Clock start at the pits in front of  
Fireside Inn. Three laps around one-
mile oval in Kauffman Bay to a finish 
line at the pits. Trophies awarded  
Saturday and Sunday for J Class.

FRIDAY, JUNE 7 
 5:00 – 8:00 PM Driver Registration  
  at Fireside Inn
SATURDAY, JUNE 8 
 8:00 – 9:00 AM Driver Registration  
  at Fireside Inn
 9:00 AM Driver Meeting  
  at Fireside Inn
 10:00 AM  Start of Race 
 5:00 PM Awards Presentation
SUNDAY, JUNE 9 
 8:00 – 9:00 AM Driver Registration 
   at Fireside Inn
 9:00 AM Driver Meeting  
  at Fireside Inn
 10:00 AM  Start of Race 
 4:00 PM Awards Presentation

Fireside 500
Race Program



Custom Refinishing and Repairs
Complete Restorations

Alan Mackie
9715 Island Drive • Algonac, MI 48001 • (810) 794-4120

mackieboatworks@sbcglobal.net

Store Sale Hours
Mon-Sat 9am 9pm
Sunday 11am-6pm
Service Dept Hours
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-2pm

2509 US 23 S Alpena | 989.354.8895 | 800.237.8778 
www.youngappliance.com   &   www.artvan.com

#1Homegoods Store Serving Northeast Michigan
Proud to support boating, racing and fishing in the local community!

0901145.1                     State Farm Fire and Casualty Company          State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL



Spectator Parking available along E. Grand Lake Road
Spectator Boat Launch available at Grand Lake Beach House 6603 McCreery
Limited Campsites available on race weekend at Presque Isle Harbor  
Association Campground, 16303 Wildomar Dr., 6 miles from Fireside Inn.   
Call (989) 595-2174.

WELCOME TO THE FIRESIDE 500

On the Cover: Photos: 33 M – Nathan Kowalski; 
62M - Scott Honeysett; 87M - Sam Pilato

14-year-old Nathan Kowalski’s racing career started at 
the age of 5 when he spent hours driving a 12’ aluminum 
boat, powered by a 6 horse power outboard motor, out in front 
of his home on Grand Lake’s Black Bass Bay.  After many, many days, 
doing many, many laps, he learned not only how to control his boat, but how to distribute 
his weight, how to maneuver it in and out of many situations; about safety issues, and 
how to make a dock and secure his boat properly.

Nathan proved to be a good student, listening t his Dad and grandfather, Dave Kow-
alski Jr. and Dave Sr who not only learned about boating the same way but had built and 
repaired some wooden boats themselves.  Nathan seemed to want to want to try boat 
racing ad when he felt he was ready at age 9, he signed up for an APBA (American Power 
Boat Association) race in Mecosta, near Big Rapids. MI. Can you imagine the smile on his 
Dad’s face when Nathan turned in a 3rd place finish in his little wooden Hydroplane?  After 
this, there was no stopping him and he and his Dad proceeded to find him locations for 
summer weekend races throughout the Midwest.

Racing just one style of boat was not enough for Nathan. Now he is into Runabouts, 
which is a much different boat than a Hydroplane.  It is also a different racing circuit and 
now he’s in the Top O’ Michigan Marathon Nationals. The age class for Juniors in this 
age class is 9 – 14. His Dad also is still into racing 
and he is in the “C” Stock Runabout Class.  At 
10 years old, Nathan, an old pro at racing, won 
this race at his first try and then won it again 
at 11 years old, and then followed that with a 
second place finish at the ripe old age of 12! 
  - Compliments of John Vogelheim, RIP 2019 -

Nathan is the 2018 Top O’ Michigan JSR 
National Champion.  He is ranked 1st in Michigan 
and 10th Nationally. 

Photos Courtesy Melissa Kowalski



Proceeds benefit:

At Lafarge, our commitment goes far beyond the raw materials we produce.  
We bring together the best solutions and materials to build more durable, compact  
and connected cities. And when you build better cities you get buildings, roads and 
infrastructure that truly reflect the changing needs of today’s communities.

It’s this kind of ongoing dedication that’s an integral part of the Lafarge culture.  
And it shows. Whether it’s our focus on safety,  
the well-being of our employees,  
or the satisfaction of our customers –  
it’s all about ensuring a better quality  
of life for everyone involved.

To learn more about Lafarge solutions  
and products, including cement, concrete  
and aggregates, visit us at:   

LafargeHolcim.us

Commitment is in everything we do…

Visit us on FACEBOOK!
www.facebook.com/StoneportQuarryRun

To register for the event and/or make a donation, please go to:
runsignup.com/Race/MI/PresqueIsle/AnnualStoneport5KQuarryRunWalk



STOCK OUTBOARD RACING
ON GRAND LAKE 

in MICHIGAN’S PRESQUE ISLE COUNTY

at the 
Fireside Inn

Presque Isle Yacht Club
in association with

Top O’Michigan Outboard Racing Club
presents

   FREE 
&OPEN 
  TO THE 
  PUBLIC 

FIRESIDE 500FIRESIDE 500

JUNE 8 & 9, 2019
JUNE 8 & 9, 2019


