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2023 
Featured Boat

Owned by Stacy and Mark Holmén 

SAT JUNE 17

Grand Lake Boat  

   Cruise at Noon 

Boat Show Starts at 9:45am  

Presque Isle Harbor

“Half Century”

Photo by Mark Holmén



Alpena Beverage Company      30th
Annual

Welcomes everyone to the

   &  Fireside    &  Fireside 5500 00 
Hydroplane RacesHydroplane Races

Presque Isle Harbor Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat ShowWooden Boat Show

 Register online at:

https://runsignup.com/Race/MI/PresqueIsle/Stoneport5kQuarryRunWalk

SCAN TO ORDER



Welcome… 
June 17th, 2023

Thirty years of marriage is a very special achievement! Over 
the past 30 years, we have enjoyed the Presque Isle Harbor 
Wooden Boat Show with its showcasing of incredible vessels! 
The traditional gift for enduring 30 years is pearl, ivory and 
diamonds. Diamonds are forever they say. While we all know 
that nothing lasts forever, with the help of the organizers, the 
participants, the sponsors, and the spectators, we are off to a 
good start with 30 years, and hope to continue this tradition 
forever! As a group, we put our hearts and souls into this 
event to make each year better than before. We cannot always 
control the weather, the number of participants, nor predict the 
amount of spectators before the big day, but we strive to make 
every event fun, educational and inspiring for all involved. 
Thank you to all the sponsors and to everyone who donates 
their time to make this happen year after year…now 30 years!

Sincerely,

David A Kowalski

Boat Show Chairman
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Spray Foam & Blown InSulatIon | Drywall & proDuctS 
Stucco | culvertS | ceIlIng tIleS | Steel StuDS 

lanDScapIng materIalS | FIre pIt rIngS

4170 US 23 South
Alpena, MI 49707

(989) 358-0808
www.buildingexpress.net

agency@wozins.com

Phone: (989) 766-2282
Fax: (989) 766-2215

10812 Michigan Avenue  •  P.O. Box 157
Posen, Michigan 49776

Celebrate our Fisheries Heritage at the Besser Museum

Art, History & Science  •  Visit: www.bessermuseum.org for schedule

Come tour our Great Lakes 
Fisheries Heritage Exhibit 

featuring the 1928  
Katherine V wooden fish tug 

and the retired 1947 DNR 
Chinook  Research Vessel.

Always More to Explore: 
Planetarium - Galleries - Fossil Digging - Gift Shop

Alan and Jon Mackie

Lakefront property perfect for 
family reunions or weekend getaways. 

Open All Year 

989-595-6090

grandlakeresort@yahoo.com

15103 US 23 South
Presque Isle, MI 49777

www.grandlakeresort.org 



    Friday | June 16, 2023  Boat Participant Day
  Participant Lunch at Presque Isle Harbor Association  

Grand Lake Beach House

  Boat Cruise from Grand Lake Beach House

  Reception for Participants at the Old Historic Presque Isle 
Lodge, 3 miles south of the Marina on Grand Lake Road

 Saturday | June 17, 2023  Everyone’s Welcome
  Participants’ Boat Launching at Presque Isle Harbor  

Registration for Classic Car Show

   OPENING CEREMONY 
  Boat Blessing

  30th Anniversary Show opens with a Cannon Shot

  CLASSIC CAR SHOW (ALL Cars Welcome) 

  ANTIQUE & CLASSIC BOATS  
  Viewing at Presque Isle Harbor

  Boats on Display for Balloting 

Arts & Crafts & Vendor Market

Model Boats on display in the Model Tent 

2 Lighthouses Open to Climb

  AWARD CEREMONY

SCHEDULE  
OFEVENTS
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NO ADMISSION CHARGE

  11 AM

  3:00 PM

9:45 AM

  12 PM
  6:30 PM

10AM-5PM

  10 AM
UNTIL 
5 PM

10AM-4PM

  7 AM - 10 AM

11 AM - 2:30 PM

 8 AM - 10 AM

Presque Isle Harbor   5462 E. Grand Lake Rd.   Presque Isle, MI 49777
www.PresqueIsleHarborWoodenBoatShow.com



The Presque Isle Yacht Club has always been a major supporter of the Presque Isle 
Harbor Wooden Boat Show. Congratulations on the show’s 30th anniversary 

– three decades celebrating these classic beauties! A big thank you 
to all the committee members and volunteers who have 

worked hard throughout the year to make this wonderful 
event possible! And a special thanks goes out to the show’s 

participants, whose dedication to restoring, maintaining, and 
sharing their treasures makes this show so special. As we come together 

in beautiful Presque Isle Harbor, we wish everyone success and great weather for 
this weekend of family fun! The Presque Isle Yacht Club ~ Dave Wolf, Commodore

Friday Lunch
Propane Plus

Cliff & Linda Beauvais

Friday Night Social 
Alpena Beverage Co.
Joe & Mary Baratta

Fairway Packing Co. 
Presque Isle Lodge

Laurie Spencer
Steven Spencer 

Perch’s IGA

Austin Bros. Beer Co.
The Grand Lake Association

Presque Isle Yacht Club
Presque Isle 

Community Men’s Club
Propane Plus & B.C. Pizza
Green Velvet Sod Farms

Alpena Beverage Co.
Presque Isle Lodge

Perch’s IGA
Lakeshore Realty

Grand Lake Resort

ADVERTISING MAKES THIS PUBLICATION POSSIBLE
When you contact one of the businesses or organizations in this publication,  

let them know you have seen their advertisement and that you appreciate their support!
DESIGNED AND PRINTED BY ALLEGRA ALPENA  829 W. CHISHOLM,  ALPENA, MI  49707

989-356-0834     www.allegraalpena.com      ed@allegraalpena.com

Presque Isle Wooden Boat Show 2023 
Sponsors – Thank You All!



PEOPLE’S CHOICE BEST OF SHOW
 Mark & Stacy Holmén with “Half Century” 

1957 Century Resorter 16’ 

BEST TRANSOM  Jim Chirulo with “Rowdy”

SKIPPER’S CHOICE
 Mark & Stacy Holmén  

with “Half Century” 

People’s Choice: 2004 Mustang - 
  Teegan & Emily Hopp
1st  1972 Mustang - Ivan & Rose Buck
2nd 1970 Chevelle SS - Michael Tanner
3rd  1970 ‘Cuda - Leo Kusubu
4th 1966 Corvette - Harry Wilson
5th 1972 AMC Javelin - Brad Mathis
6th 1971 Ford Bronco - Kevin Maciejewski
7th 1987 Buick Grand Sport - Rich Coats
8th 1973 Mustang - Ivan & Rose Buck
9th 1971 Chevy C10 - Chad Brege
10th 1972 Chevelle - Andrew Morgan

PLEASURE - Tim Chimner

WORK - Phil Laskoskey

SAILING - Phil LePage 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
David A. Kowalski ....................................Chairman

Mike Bugenske .......................................... Brochure

Tim Chimner .........................Awards/Registration

Bob Rosa ............................................... Model Boats

Don Morin ............................................ Model Boats

Brian Braidwood .................................. Classic Cars

Amber Bee ...............Arts & Craft Vendor Market

Cliff & Linda Beauvais and 
Adam Beauvais ..................... Friday Lunch/Picnic

Steven Spencer and 
Laurie Spencer ................................... Friday Lodge

Robert Kowalski, and 
David E. Kowalski. ..................................Launching

Bob Mitchell ............................................Promotion

Bill Bolyard .......................................... Organization

Mission Statement:
To provide citizens of the area an opportunity  

to view and appreciate the beauty and 
craftsmanship of old wooden boats.

We welcome the pride of ownership on the part of 
these exhibitors, along with the dedication of the 

volunteersthat make this show successful!  
We hope that you enjoy the scenic beauty of the 

great out-of-doors surrounding  
Presque Isle Harbor.  

Have an enjoyable day at our show. 

Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show Committee

2022 AWARD  
WINNERS

CARS

MODEL BOATS

WOODEN BOATS

www.PresqueIsleHarborWoodenBoatShow.com
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“Half Century”
Owned by Stacy and Mark Holmén

1957 Century Resorter
Length 16’ 6” Beam 6’ 1 Draft 18”

Year Keel Laid - 1957 Material - Wood
Built by Century Boat Company Manistee, Michigan

Engine - 116 hp Gray Marine inline six

FEATURED BOAT

Thank you to Brian Mortimer and the Century Boat Club for articles and photos from the Thoroughbred Newsletter Issue No 165 Spring 2022
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Previous ‘Half Century’ owners, Dan and 
Diane Roketenetz, enjoyed this boat for over 
three decades on Torch Lake, even water skiing 
behind it on numerous occasions. Then it felt 
like it was time to pass it on to a new caretaker, 
but it’s never easy to find someone who might 
share the same passion for a boat you cared 
so much about. On a whim, they decided to 
write a flyer and attach it to a picnic table at 
the first ever Elk Lake Boat Show in 2021. 
On another whim, Stacy and Mark Holmén 
decided to go to the same boat show that day. 

Stacy and Mark are the perfect couple 
to own a wooden boat when you consider 
that 1) Stacy grew up on Lake St. Clair with 
a father who sailed and enjoyed summer 
vacations on Grand Lake near Presque Isle 
in Northern Michigan, 2) Mark grew up near 
New York city and enjoyed summer vacations 
in Northern New York, 3) both had a fondness 
for the wood boats they’d watched for years, 
and 4) they now share a cottage on Grand 
Lake that had everything you could need for a 
Northern Michigan summer except one thing, 
a wooden boat. So, when they went to the Elk 
Lake Boat Show, they stumbled onto that flyer 
and called Dan the next day. Following much 
discussion, they decided to go all in and take 
on stewardship of “Half Century.”

The boat will have a new home port of 
“Presque Isle.” Plans are in the works for 
participation in boat shows and Stacy and Mark 
hope to see Half Century at the Thoroughbred 
Roundup next September. That sounds like 
enough to keep anyone busy with a new boat, 
but Stacy spoke with Santa this past December 
and arranged for Mark to receive a brand-
new pair of water skies to put that water ski 
harness to work this summer. He’s thrilled and 
can’t wait to take his first trip around the lake, 
towed in style.

Stacy and Mark are learning all the 
nuances of wood boat ownership, joining 
the boat clubs, learning the joy of a sunset 
cruise over ‘glass-like’ water conditions 
and are proud as ever to have taken on the 
responsibility of this important vessel. Stacy 
says, “Who knew that 16 feet of lumber could 
bring so much joy?”

The Resorter 16 boat was the most 
successful model in the Century 
wooden boat era. More Resorter 
16’s were produced than any other, 
totaling nearly 3,500 units from 
1950 through 1967. 

Often times Century was referred to 
as the Resorter Boat Company. The 
burgeoning sport of water skiing 
drove demand in addition to that 
most Century dealers were located 
on smaller inland lakes. The 1956 & 
1957 iterations had the most yearly 
totals sold at 452 & 450 respectfully. 
So many that Century had to utilize 
Plant #2 to meet the demand. Nearly 
two boats were produced each and 
every working day. These were the 
only two years that Century made 
more than 2,000 wood boats a year.

Some details distinguish the 1957 
model i.e. a second set of white step 
pads in the aft area, the front seat no 
longer sported a wooded seat back, 
and the decks lack a mahogany king 
plank. Additionally, the upholstery 
has no piping however the motor 
box now featured a two tone design. 
Most of the boats were lipstick red & 
white in color. 

Boat HD57406 was the 357th 
produced at the main factory on 
6th Avenue and shipped to Bellaire, 
Michigan in early summer and sold 
in late July. A variety of straight six 
Graymarine engines were placed 
with a number of Chrysler Crowns as 
well. Many had the small V8 (Ford) 
Interceptor at 185 hp.



Become our newest member 
and open your account online 
to be eligible for…

3 easy steps 
   to receive
1. New membership opened via our 

online delivery channel

2. New members access online  
banking and sign up to receive 
e-statements

3. New members sign up to have their payroll,  
retirement or social security income directly  
deposited to our credit union

This offer is for new membership applications, submitted at www.aaacu.com.  
The primary account holder cannot currently be nor have been a member in the past 
12 months.  To qualify for the $100 reward, the account must be enrolled in online 
banking, opted in to receive eStatements and have their payroll, retirement or social 
security income directly deposited into the new account.  If criteria are not met within 
60 days, reward will not be paid.  Rewards will be deposited to your regular share 
account.  Member must have a valid U.S. taxpayer identification number to receive re-
ward credit.  One offer per social security number.  Offer applies to consumer accounts 
only.  Rewards are reported as dividends to account and will be reported on IRS form 
1099-INT.  All taxes due are the responsibility of the recipient.  Program may be modi-
fied or cancelled at any time without notice.  Certain restrictions do apply.



Russell Mitchell Arrand of Cadillac, passed 
away at home on March 17, 2023. He was 69. He 
was born October 1, 1953 in Detroit, MI. 

Russ spent most of his life around boats, 
from fishing commercially in Florida to  
restoring boats in Michigan to enjoying 
rides on antique Chris Crafts and Shepler’s  
Mackinac Island Ferry. 

In 1993, he founded Cadillac Boat Shop, 
LLC and restored many antique and classic 

wooden boats to their former glory, wowing boat show audiences and winning 
countless awards. He was a skilled craftsman with an attention to detail and  
well-respected in the wooden boat community.

SPECIAL TRIBUTE
RUSS ARRAND

1953-2023

An example of  
Russ’s handi-work:

Blue By U - 1941 Chris Craft Deluxe Utility 22’

• Complete, total restoration  
• First in Class at Hessel Boat Show  
 in 2005 and 2006

• Best Pre-War Utility at Boats on the  
 Boardwalk Show in 2005 and 2008

• Best Antique Utility at the 2009 ACBS  
 International Boat Show in Gravenhurst,  
 Ontario Canada

• People’s Choice Award at the Century Boat  
 Show in 2011

• People’s Choice Award at the  
 Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show  
 in 2011

Blue By U - before

Blue By U - after Photos from website: http://cadillacboatshop.com/restorations.html
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…continued on next page



Russ Arrand Print by Melissa Kowalski

Here are the memories of a fellow boat enthusiast:

“It was June 18, 1993, that I first met Russ Arrand and his wife Tamra. 
I quickly learned of his love and dedication for wooden boats. That 
Friday evening social at the Presque Isle Lodge he explained the pro-
cess he went through restoring his beautiful Chris Craft named after 
his wife. He also talked about a very special boat he was working on 
for future boat shows. It was a year or two that we got to see the 1931 
Dodge Watercar runabout named after his daughter Kelly.

As the years of the boat show went on, other boats he restored for 
customers would venture to our show, each one was as magnificent as 
his first. Russ got to be very good friends with all of us in Northeast-
ern Michigan; he shared restoration tips with those of us that were 
interested. When it came to the wood boat world, Russ was bigger 
than the boat participant at the Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat 
Show. His restorations have been enjoyed from one side of the United 
States to the other, being displayed at the most prestigious shows in 
the country.

While he is no longer with us, the boats he has touched and brought 
back to life are. A very talented man whose work will last forever.”

Photo by Melissa Kowalski



229 North First Street • Rogers City, MI 49779 • (989) 734-2288
beckfuneralhome@gmail.com • www.beckfuneralhome.org

Calcite Operation
1035 Calcite Rd. Rogers City, MI 49779

www.carmeuse.com

133 W. Campbell Street
Alpena, Michigan 49707

Rygwelski’s - IGA
495 S. First Street • Rogers City, MI 49779

Ph./Fax 989-734-3248
Toll Free 1-866-4KABASA

Rygwelski’s 
Main Street Deli

186 S. Third Street • Rogers City, MI 49779
(989) 474-9265 www.urbanbirdcompany.com

A Trendy, Unique, Women’s Boutique
We balance current trends + classic styles for  

a well curated collection in sizes S-3XL. 
Enjoy a beautiful atmosphere full of clothing, 

shoes, accessories, snarky & sweet gifts.
Downtown Rogers City • 169 N Third St.

Visit us in Rogers City!

Quality 
Landscaping & Lawn Care 

at a reasonable price!

We also 
redo 

dock tops!
Call Josh Rahn

989-590-3575 or 989-464-9394
rahnjosh@gmail.com

11974 Dault Rd. Preseque Isle MI 
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(989) 595 0595
8121 E. Grand Lake Rd.
Presque Isle, MI 49777

www.birchhillgrocery.com

Nourishing the spirit of Grand Lake

Cafe • Bakery • Pizza
Grocery
Food & Drink 
Wine, Beer  
& Liquor

Dry Goods 
GF & Vegan 
BHG Merch
Gifts & More 

WEB            SIGNS          PROMO 

 APPAREL   PUBLISHING

MARKETING     PRINT           MAIL          DESIGN 

FORMERLY MODEL PRINTING SERVICE, INC.

829 W. CHISHOLM ST.  ALPENA 
989-356-0834

allegraalpena.com 
ed@allegraalpena.com
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CLASSIC 
CARS



100 South 2nd Ave, Alpena MI
989.356.9041 | NicoletBank.com

MEMBER FDIC

“Your Full Service Marine Dealer”

2015 Hamilton Road
Alpena, Michigan 49707
(989) 340-1120

CLASSIC BOATS - STORAGE 
RESTORATION - BROKERAGE

DWIGHT MORIN 
  

7414 RAPID CITY RD   •   RAPID CITY, MI 49676
morinclassicboatsandstorage@gmail.com

231-331-3004

CLASSIC BOATS - STORAGE 
RESTORATION - BROKERAGE

DWIGHT MORIN 
  

7414 RAPID CITY RD   •   RAPID CITY, MI 49676
morinclassicboatsandstorage@gmail.com

231-331-3004

CLASSIC BOATS - STORAGE 
RESTORATION - BROKERAGE

DWIGHT MORIN 
  

7414 RAPID CITY RD   •   RAPID CITY, MI 49676
morinclassicboatsandstorage@gmail.com

231-331-3004

EXPERIENCE SPECTACULAR 
SUNSETS ON THE SUNRISE SIDE

Enjoy a pleasant and peaceful stay  
in our cottages among the tall Norway 
pines on the shores of Lake Winyah .

Wes Point Shores
5315 Long Rapids Rd., Alpena, MI 

info@wespointshores.com
989-354-8438

wespointshores.com

1-3 Bdrm 
Cabins

Camper 
Trailer

GRAND LAKE 
HOTEL
Built in 1912

Ruth & Chistopher Cooper
P.O. Box 95, 9258 Leavitt Dr.

Presque Isle, MI 49777
(772) 216-9021

info@Grand-Lake-Hotel.com
www.Grand-Lake-Hotel.com
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Photos by Eugene Cambre



EASTERN MARATHON CHAMPIONSHIP 
STOCK OUTBOARD RACING ON GRAND LAKE 

in MICHIGAN’S PRESQUE ISLE COUNTY

at the 
Fireside Inn

Presque Isle Yacht Club
in association with

Top O’Michigan Outboard Racing Club
presents

 & OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC 

FIRESIDE 500FIRESIDE 500

JUNE 3 & 4, 2023JUNE 3 & 4, 2023

FREE



989-354-5524  •  1141 U.S. 23 N. ALPENA, MI  •  989-340-6400
CALL FOR PIZZA

Filling All Your 
Propane & Fuel Needs!

Delivering What We Promise!

FAMILY OWNED 
& OPERATED



Spectator Parking available along E. Grand Lake Road
Spectator Boat Launch available at DNR Boat Launch on E. Grand Lake Rd.

WELCOME TO THE FIRESIDE 500

On the cover:   Drivers Colin Smith (199 M) and Dustin Fierek (19M)  
 in 25SSR battling for first place in Sunday Marathon. 
 Photos Courtesy of J. Schwartz Photography

The Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club is thrilled to be back on Grand 
Lake for 2023 in conjunction with the Fireside Inn and Presque Isle Yacht Club. 

All racers love the Fireside 500. The atmosphere, the community support, 
and Grand Lake make this one of the best marathons in the US. It is rare that 
there is 100% support from a community, its residents, and its law enforce-
ment. However, that is what we have built here in Presque Isle, Michigan. 
We’ve said this since the beginning, the support from all of you is what makes 
this race amazing and one that we wish to keep putting on year after year. 

We hope you enjoy this year’s races and find a wonderful place to watch 
either on water or on land. If you are planning on watching on the water, we 
are in need of more patrol boat help for the race! We’d love if you could lend us 
a volunteering hand. If interested, please email us at tomorc.race@gmail.com. 

See you soon! 

Photo Courtesy  J. Schwartz Photography

Samantha Fairbairn, Commodore
Top O’ Michigan  
Outboard 
Racing Club



Store Hours
Mon-Tues-Wed  . . . 9am-6pm
Thurs-Fri. . . . . . . . . . 9am-7pm 
Saturday  . . . . . . . . . 9am-6pm 
Sunday . . . . . . . . . . 11am-6pm

SALES  989.354.8895
SERVICE  989.356-2980

#1 RATED FOR GENERATIONS

WWW.YOUNGAPPLIANCE.COM

2509 US 23 South • Alpena
Your Whole Home & More Store 

There’s a reason why Young’s Appliance  
and Electronics has been serving the Alpena 
community since 1900 – it’s customer  
satisfaction. We offer more brands at the best 
possible price, while delivering outstanding, 
friendly customer service. We will work with 
you to find a product that fits your needs, 
budget and lifestyle. Not to mention, you’ll  
be supporting the local community! 

Spend it here. Keep it here. Buy Local. 
Thank you for your continued support of  

our services, and we look forward  
to assisting you in your next  

home investment.

We serve all of Northeast Michigan 
… since 1900

We hope that everyone will be inspired to 
come to Presque Isle and join our community 
in celebrating the joys of boating. There will 
be boats, great classic cars, and plenty of 
opportunity to tour Presque Isle’s historic 
lighthouses and museums all of which offer 
great activities for everyone in the family.

These events could not be held without 
the enduring support of the Presque Isle 
Community and our many volunteers. The 
Presque Isle Yacht Club is pleased to be 
able to play a significant part in that effort. 
Please join the Presque Isle Yacht Club 
in supporting and participating in these 
community events. 

Dave Wolf, Commodore 
Presque Isle Yacht Club

The Presque Isle Yacht Club is once again proud to sponsor  
 both the 2023 Fireside 500 races and the 30th Annual  

Presque Isle Harbor Wooden Boat Show. 



Fireside
Inn

WELCOME TO THE FIRESIDE 500

Map courtesy of www.fishweb.com

A

B

C

Fishweb Inc. ©
Grand Lake

Presque Isle Co. Michigan

Course A - Marathon
Lemans start at the pits in front of Fireside 
Inn. Four laps starting inside Brown Island 
and Cedar Island up to a buoy at Crescent 
Island, into Sand Bay along the east side of 
Grand Island and back between Cedar and 
Brown Island, into Kauffman Bay to a finish 
line at the pits.  Approximately 35 miles.

Course B - J Marathon
Lemans start at the pits in front of  
Fireside Inn. 3 laps starting inside Brown 
Island and around Cedar Island up to a 
bouy at Crescent Island, and back into 
Kauffman Bay to a finish line at the pits. 
Approximately 12 miles.  
Trophies awarded Sunday.

Course C - Short Course 
Clock start at the pits in front of Fireside 
Inn. Three laps around one-mile oval in 
Kauffman Bay to a finish line at the pits. 
Trophies awarded Saturday and Sunday  
for J Class.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2
 5:00 – 8:00 PM Driver Registration  
  at Fireside Inn
SATURDAY, JUNE 3
 8:00 – 9:00 AM Driver Registration  
  at Fireside Inn
 9:00 AM Driver Meeting  
  at Fireside Inn
 10:00 AM  Start of Race 
 5:00 PM Awards Presentation
SUNDAY, JUNE 4
 8:00 – 9:00 AM Driver Registration 
   at Fireside Inn
 9:00 AM Driver Meeting  
  at Fireside Inn
 10:00 AM  Start of Race 
 4:00 PM Awards Presentation

FIRESIDE 500
RACE PROGRAM



Wayne & Karen McWilliams
Owners

24732 US 23 South
Presque Isle, MI 49777

(989) 595-6484 - RESTAURANT
(989) 464-3064 - LODGING
theparkerhouse1524@gmail.com

www.theparkerhouse.biz

LODGING
&

RESTAURANT

8211 E. Grand Lake Rd.
P.O. Box 84 
Presque Isle, MI 49777
989.595.6970   231.357.9548 Off Season
www.presqueislelodge.com

May ~   
   September

SERVING THE  
FINANCIAL  
NEEDS OF  
THE AREA  
FOR OVER 
39 YEARS!

200 East Erie Street • Rogers City
24 Hour ATM • Internet Banking

www.HuronNationalBank.com
989-734-4734

476 N. Third Street • Rogers City, MI 49779
989-734-2187   Fax: 989-734-8157  

insurance@piiagency.com

Insurance and Other Financial Services

PIA  
Presque Isle 
  Insurance
  Agency, Inc.

(989) 356-9641

STEVE or BRIAN  
PLOWMAN

3146 US 23 South
Alpena, MI 49707



FIRESIDE 500

The Top O’ Michigan 
2022 Club Officers are:
Samantha Fairbairn – Club Commodore
Peter Lauer – Vice Commodore
Sarah Bek – Treasurer
Charlie Smith – Secretary
Dan Pearson – Associate Member

tomorc.race@gmail.com
www.tomorc.org

Want to become an Active Member 
of the Top O’ Michigan Outboard 
Racing Club?

TOMORC 
PO Box 873
Harbor Springs, Michigan 49740

topomichigan

What is the Top O’ Michigan 
Outboard Racing Club?

Top O’ Michigan Outboard Racing Club began in 1949 as the Top O’ Michigan Association. 
TOMORC has continued to support the region and promote marathon racing for the past 75 
years. The club has an average of 25 active members who continue to put on one of the oldest 
and most prestigious races in the outboard marathon circuit. This year, the club is celebrating 
their 75th year of racing! 

The race is ran over two days with drivers navigating through approximately 87 miles of 
Northern Michigan’s Inland Waterway. With a combined effort between the Coast Guard, DNR, 
Emmet County Sheriffs Department, Cheboygan County Sheriffs Department, the Crooked  
River Locks and Swing Bridge, and all neighboring townships, this race is said to be the world’s 
toughest outboard marathon. The Top O’ Michigan Marathon Nationals boasts more than 90 
boats participating with over 5,000 spectators along the course each day. 

In 2019, TOMORC was approached by a neighboring organization and a few dedicated  
residents that were  looking to bring stock outboard racing back to Grand Lake, Michigan.  
The Fireside 500 had its flagship year in June of 2019 thanks to 
many efforts of the Presque Isle Yacht Club, the Fireside Inn, 
TOMORC, and numerous volunteers and sponsors. The Fire-
side 500 includes marathon racing along the East side of  
Grand Lake as well as closed course racing in Kauffman Bay. 
In 2022, the American Power Boat Association awarded 
the Fireside 500 the honor of hosting the Eastern Marathon 
Championships. This designation offers drivers that win their  
respective classes to earn 2 points towards APBA’s Hall of Champions if 
they have 8 legal boats in their class. Drivers can also earn double points towards their overall 
point total for the year if they have 6 legal boats in their class. 

TOMORC looks forward to hosting  
another successful race on Grand 

Lake in 2023. We hope to see you 
on the water or on land at the 
Fireside Inn! 



2111 Long Lake Park Rd. • Alpena, MI 49707 • (989) 595-50402111 Long Lake Park Rd. • Alpena, MI 49707 • (989) 595-5040

www.dodgemarine.comwww.dodgemarine.com

PONTOONS      DOCKS & HOISTS    OUTBOARDS

Dodge Marine & Storage
“We Make Your Summer Fun!”

•BOAT SALES & RENTALS
•PARTS & SERVICE
•INDOOR STORAGE

VOTED THE 
SUNRISE SIDES 

BEST 
MARINA

Grand Lake Sportsmen’s Club
Wishing everyone a safe,

 fun summer full of family, 
friends and fishing!

47th Annual Summer Fish Derby 
July 8th

Floe
Humminbird
Interstate  
Batteries

   Jobe 
   Lowrance 
   Minn Kota
   Scepter

Sierra
Toadfish
Quicksilver 
Propellers
WOW

14019 US HWY 23 South    Presque Isle, MI 49777    sandbaymarina.com

At the North End  
of Grand Lake



FIRESIDE 500

JSR – J Runabout and J Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 300 lbs
Motor .................... Mercury 15 and OMC 15

RESTRICTED
Minimum Age  ................................... 9 years
Speeds Attained  .......................35 – 40 MPH

AXR – AX Runabout and AX Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 345 lbs
Motor .................... Mercury 15 and OMC 15

UNRESTRICTED
Minimum Age .................................. 12 years
Speeds Attained  .......................45 – 55 MPH

ASR  and ASH
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 350 lbs
Motor ..........OMC, Mercury and Sidewinder
Minimum Age  ................................. 14 years
Speeds Attained  .......................46 – 53 MPH

15SSR – 15SSR 15 Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 360 lbs
Motor .....................................Sidewinder 15
Minimum Age .................................. 15 years
Speeds Attained ........................56 – 65 MPH

25 SSR and 25 Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight, based on engine  
395, 405, or 430 lbs
Motor ............ Mercury, Yamato, Sidewinder
Minimum Age .................................. 16 years
Speeds Attained ........................58 – 65 MPH

20 Super Stock Hydro
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 400 lbs
Motor ........................ Yamato or Sidewinder
Minimum Age .................................. 16 years
Speeds Attained ........................55 – 65 MPH

CSR  and CSH
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 475 lbs
Motor ......................... Yamato 102/302/321
Minimum Age .................................. 16 years
Speeds Attained ........................60 – 65 MPH

DSR
Minimum Overall Weight .................. 515 lbs
Motor ..........................Mercury and Tahatsu
Minimum Age .................................. 16 years
Speeds Attained  ......................  46 – 53 MPH

300 SSH is a sealed motor class and does  
a prop draw to keep a level playing field  
using Yamato 302/321 motors, speeding  
at 61-63 MPH

Racing Class Individual Driver’s Number State Designation
CE Eastern Canada: Ontario, Quebec  
 and Maritime Provinces
F Florida, Georgia and Alabama

H Indiana
J New Jersey
M Michigan

N  New York
P  Pennsylvania
S  Ohio

V  Illinois
W  Wisconsin

Boats and Classes
Hydroplanes are of a 3 point construction riding on a rear prop  

and each sponson with an air trap in the middle which floats the boat on air.

Runabouts are similar to normal power boats with a V bottom.   
Some classes add a side fin for turning when running an oval course.
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Shopping and Much More!
5472 E. Grand Lake Rd • Presque Isle, MI 49777

989-595-5095
facebook.com/idamaesportagestore/

IceCream  Sandwiches        
       Deli      Pizza      

Huron Distributors
1/2 page color



GRAND LAKE 
HOTEL

Thanks to Allegra Alpena for setting up and printing the event booklet. 

Presque Isle Yacht Club Officers
Dave Wolf – Commodore

Cliff Beauvais – Vice Commodore 
Jodi Ruczynski Hutton – Secretary    Mike Bugenske – Treasurer

Dave Kowalski – Director   Larry Fields – Director   Ted MacKinnon – Director

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS!

FIRESIDE 500

Staff and Directors
Tom Fairbairn – Race Director

Mike Bugenske, Dave Kowalski,  
Terry McConnell  – PIYC Events Inc.

Alan McConnell, and Lori VanSchoten – Fireside Inn
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Northern Utility Contractors is a utility contracting company that 
provides underground & overhead construction services for utility 

providers. Currently we are helping build a fiber to the home  
system for Great Lakes Energy. 

We are proud to assist in providing high-speed internet to thousands of 
people in Michigan. We have been a prime utility contractor in Michigan 

for 25 years, helping build Michigan’s telecommunications system. 

Northern Utility Contractors
1207 S Bridge St Apt A • Charlevoix, MI 49720

(231) 675-4973

Offering a wide variety of sedans, minivans and suv's for all your travel needs. 
Car in the shop, family flying into the airport, work trip, family trip?  

No problem. We've got you covered! 

Call for a quote today!  989-340-0941
Pick Up/Drop Off 

available at  
Alpena Airport

Directly billed to 
most insurance 

companies

Crossroads
auto
rental

M-F 9-5  
& by Appt. 2160 US 23 South • Alpena, MI 49707

206 S. 3rd St. • Rogers City, MI 
989-474-9052 • harborsidebathandbody.com

Just like beautiful Northern Michigan...
       our products are all natural and oh so good for you!

Organic, botanical skin, hair and nail care, makeup,  
bath & body products from top-selling,  
women-owned businesses in Michigan. 

Featuring Elina Organics, Life is Good tees,  
Great selection of grooming products for  
men, Michigan-made jewelry & all the  
pampering essentials for  
your self-care needs!



FIRESIDE 500

The Historic Fireside Inn
“In the winter of 1908, George (Kauffman) had enlisted 
the help of his oldest son, George H. in obtaining lumber 
to build the structure.  They waited until the lake’s ice was 
strong enough to support a sleigh load of logs, and then 
set out in search of the finest pine trees on the lake.  The 
prized timber was cut from both privately-owned islands 
and state-owned land at no expense.  In early spring, 
the logs were sawed into rough planks at a portable mill 
on the south end of Grand Lake, and then carried to an  
Alpena finish mill in the Kauffmans’ ox-drawn wagon.  
Construction of the 24 x 40-foot two-story hotel began 
late in the spring of 1908.  Joe Kauffman contributed his 

expert carpentry skills, lending a hand to his older brother in planning and erecting the 
structure’s framework.  By fall, the men had completed the framing of the main building 
and its 16 x 24-foot kitchen wing.  Room partitions were added during the winter. The 
kitchen, dining room, and sitting room occupied the first floor.  The second story held 
eight guest rooms in the main section and two rooms above the kitchen.  An inviting 
cobblestone fireplace in the sitting room inspired Amelia and George to name their resort 
Fireside Inn.  The Fireside Inn remains a flourishing business today, and is the only one of 
the area’s five original resorts to never cease seasonal operations.  Descendants of early 
guests still carry on their Family’s traditions of vacationing at the rustic, century-old Fire-
side Inn.  The Inn’s staff serves scores of meals daily to residents, tourists and hotel guests 
in the quaint, wood-paneled dining room.”

The above excerpts are from  
the book Grand Lake’s Vintage 
Resorts by Janet Young. 
Ink sketch and watercolor of 
Fireside Inn by Bob Young. 

Postcard of one of the many  
cabins. Room for parking nearby.

Fireside Inn in a 
more recent photo.



www.grandlakemi.org
Celebrating 

our 108th 
Year

Our Mission is to provide and promote recreational facilities, protect and preserve  
wildlife and natural beauty for the betterment of Grand Lake in Presque Isle, Michigan.

May 27 Pancake Breakfast
June 21 Pie & Game Night
July 1 Grand Lake Sailing Regatta
July 8 Ice Cream Social &  
 Taste of Grand Lake
July 15 Corn Hole Tournament

July 28-29   Garage Sale Days
Aug 5 Grand Lake Sailing Regatta
Aug 12 Arts & Crafts Show
Aug 19 6th Annual Poker Run
Aug 24 GLA Annual Meeting
Aug 27 GLA Member Appreciation Picnic

2023 Events at a Glance

Hydroplane 
Racing on 
Grand Lake

Birch Hill
1951

304 N 9THAVE•ALPENA•989-354-2070     

“It’s always 
worth 
stopping 
in to  
talk  
about 
what’s 
been  
biting  
with  
some 
locals...”

Awesome bait and 
tackle shop ... 

they have 
everything 

you need 
from the
 big lake 

to the 
back yard 
gill pond.

Locally 
owned and 

family friendly!

FIRESIDE 500

Make memories! 
          Fish for FREE!

Sat. & Sun., June 10 & 11, 2023 
www.michigan.gov/freefishing

All fishing license fees will be waived for two days. 
A Recreation Passport will NOT be required for entry  
into state parks and recreation areas. 
Enjoy fishing on both 
inland and Great Lakes’ 
waters for many species of 
fish. Please note all fishing 
regulations will still apply.



Family-owned and operated for over 70 years. Our team 

members are highly skilled craftsmen and are trained to 

deliver outstanding results.

989.354.3810
stephanie@lsconcreteco.com

520 Fair Ave. Alpena, MI 49707

www.lsconcreteco.com

CommerCialCommerCial
residential • industrialresidential • industrial

bonded & insuredbonded & insured

1693 M-32 West • Alpena1693 M-32 West • Alpena

989-354-2840989-354-2840



Generations of

Proud to 
be a part 
of this 
community

Community
Dedication
Growth
Education
Families
Vision
Building
Neighbors

We Make Insurance Easy... Anywhere in Michigan!

www.alpenaagency.com 

989-354-2175
Call or 

Text 

Two Locations - 405 River Street, Alpena & Second Floor of City Hall, St. Ignace

Business Manager - Patrick Gerow
Cell: 989-884-3199
email: gerowp@rsscott.com

President - Mark D. Straley, P. E 
Cell: 989-657-4902
email: straleym@rsscott.com

https://www.rsscottweb.com/
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Two Locations - 405 River Street, Alpena 
& Second Floor of City Hall, St. Ignace

www.rsscottweb.com

President
Mark D. Straley, P. E 

989-657-4902 
straleym@rsscott.com

Business Manager
Patrick Gerow 
989-884-3199 

gerowp@rsscott.com





Photos Courtesy of J. Schwartz Photography

William Affholter-51M, Dustin Fierek-19M, Samantha Fairbairn-44M, Thomas Loomis-41M, Jeff Doss-10M

CSR Marathon Battle          Chase Fairbairn-44M          Mac Pfalzer-999V

Adam Allen-11E Luke Bosker-441M

Another CSR Marathon Battle
                999V-Mac Pfalzer     
                                                195M-Dustin Pearson




